
Do you have
an open door

policy?
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Preventing destructive behavior
in Chelsea youth.

Action. Prevention. Seriously!

This brochure funded in part by the
Chelsea Education Foundation

Seriously, do you have an open door policy?
Can your children access alcohol easily? On
the other hand, is your door open to
communication? Can your children speak
with you about any subject?

Who We Are
SRSLY (text language for SERIOUSLY) is a
community coalition of youth, parents,
neighbors, coaches, teachers, librarians,
doctors, nurses, police officers, pastors,
business owners, and anyone else who
wants to prevent destructive behavior in
Chelsea youth. SRSLY receives support
from the Coghlan Family Foundation and
Chelsea Community Hospital.

What We Do
We support each other in making good
choices about drugs and alcohol. Together
we learn about the serious problems of drug
and alcohol abuse, and work to help kids
avoid those problems.

How We Make A Difference
• Youth empowerment and education
• Adult education and parent organizing
• Raise community awareness of the problems

and the consequences
• Send a clear and consistent message that

youth are an important part of this 
community, and we support their decision
to stay substance-free

How You Can Make A Difference?
Call: (734) 475-4078
Click: www.srslychelsea.org
Email: rlewis@srslychelsea.org
Write: 775 South Main St.

Chelsea, MI  48118



Preventing destructive behavior
in Chelsea youth.

Action. Prevention. Seriously!

“It’s okay because we take their keys.”

Actually, it’s not okay. Michigan law states:
• A person who sells or gives alcohol to a minor

can be fined up to $2,500 and spend 90 days
in jail.

• If that minor is hurt or killed, the person
who gave the alcohol is guilty of a felony
punishable by 10 years in prison and a 
$5,000 fine.

• If that minor hurts or kills someone else or 
damages someone else’s property, the person
who gave the alcohol can be sued and will 
not be protected by homeowner’s insurance.

• If an adult allows a minor to drink on his or
her property, the adult is liable for any 
damages caused by the intoxicated minor, 
whether or not the adult bought the alcohol.

• A person who rents a motel room knowing 
that a minor will consume alcohol is guilty 
of a misdemeanor.

• A minor in possession of alcohol can be fined
up to $500 and ordered to participate in 
substance abuse treatment and complete 
community service.

• A person who gives a fake ID or uses a fake 
ID to purchase alcohol can face up to three
months in jail, a $100 fine, and lose his or 
her driver’s license.

Seriously:
Many Chelsea parents host parties or bonfires
for their teens. That’s great! Who doesn’t love
a good party?

But did you know that some parents buy alcohol
for their kids and friends? Here are some reasons
adults say they buy alcohol for teens.

“It’s only alcohol. At least they’re not
doing drugs.”

 Fact:
• Binge drinking (having 5 or more drinks in one

sitting) kills an average of 12 youth every day.

• Youth who start drinking before the age of 
15 are five times more likely to develop 
alcoholism than those who start after they
turn 21.

• Alcohol use interferes with teen brain 
development and learning.

• Youth who drink have a higher risk of 
depression, suicide, drunk driving, drowning,
and physical fighting.

• Youth who drink are more likely to engage in
risky sexual behavior including unprotected 
sex and sex with multiple partners, and to 
become victims of sexual assault.

• Youth who drink alcohol are more likely to 
use illegal drugs than youth who don’t.

“I’m afraid if I don’t let them do it here,
they’ll go out and do it somewhere else,
and something bad will happen.”

Most Chelsea teens choose not to use drugs
or alcohol. The #1 reason kids say they don’t
drink: their parents told them not to. Talk
to your kids about drugs and alcohol; they’ll
listen.

Tell them it is important to you that they
not drink or do drugs. Encourage your kids
to have fun without alcohol by hosting a party
at your house. Talk to the parents of kids
who are invited, and make it clear to them
that you’ll make sure no one is drinking. The
other parents will appreciate the phone call
- they worry about their kids just as much as
you do!

“I want to be my kids’ friend, not the
bad guy.”

Seriously? They already have friends. Your
job as a parent is to show your kids that you
love them, and make it clear that you expect
them to not use drugs or alcohol. Tell them
why you have this rule – it’s not to be the
bad guy, it’s because you care about them
and you want them to be safe and healthy.

“They’re good kids.”

Chelsea teens are great kids, and if we want
them to stay that way, we have to show them
that we support their decision to stay drug
and alcohol-free.

Breaking the law by giving kids alcohol
sends the message that it is okay for them

to break the law – any law,
including laws against drunk driving.

srslychelsea.org


